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Houses, Households, Families and Units:  the ‘Four Level’ PIP Definitions


The poll taxes and marriage duty assessments of the late 17th century provide information on a ‘complete’ list of the inhabitants of parishes, often arranged into groups with indicators of how individuals relate to one another. In order to be able to analyse the information from these listings in a number of ways, the data drawn from these sources have been modified (without loss) so that every individual is assigned to a domestic group at each of the four levels: house, household, family and unit. In this way it is possible to query the data at each of the levels, leading to a detailed depiction of the characteristics of the ‘houseful’, the household and biological family. 

The definitions and assumptions documented here are those that have been applied by the PIP project in the analysis of poll tax and MDA records.


Level 1 – ‘Houses’/BLOCKs

The BLOCK is the group of individuals listed in the poll tax/MDA assessments which appear as segregated entities in the original source, with each group being demarcated by the compiler of the return by drawn lines or marked gaps. The BLOCK is taken to represent a discrete unit of property, although not necessarily a separate building. The BLOCK is thus a domestic unit (of some description) which is prescribed by the original source.  

The first individual listed in each BLOCK is not treated as a ‘householder’, or rather, not the only householder living in that house. Instead the householder is defined as the first individual listed within each household (see Level 2 – ‘Households’ below): where multiple households inhabit the same house there will be multiple householders. 


Level 2 – ‘Households’

The household is defined as a ‘family’ (see Level 3 – ‘Families’ below) plus associated servants, apprentices and employees. 

There are two structures for the ordering of individuals within the assessments:

	Type A: 	‘Family 1’ plus 2 servants	LVL2Household 1
‘Family 2’ plus 3 servants	LVL2Household 2
‘Family 3’ plus 1 servant		LVL2Household 3

	Type B:		‘Family 1’ 			LVL2Household 1
‘Family 2’ 			LVL2Household 2
‘Family 3’ 			LVL2Household 3
				6 Servants			No LVL2Household 

In the case of a Type A listing each of the family members plus the servants immediately following them in the listing (before the next separate family begins) will have been assigned the same LVL2Household ID value. It is assumed that the list order of the servants in this type of listing indicates which household they belong to.  

In the case of Type B listings, the separate families will have been assigned the relevant LVL2Household ID value, but the servants will not have been assigned any LVL2Household ID value as there is no indicator at all of which specific household they belong to. In other words no assumption has been made as to which household they belong to.

Brackets in the source are taken to infer similarity. For example if four individuals are bracketed and the top-most individual is listed as a servant, then all four individuals have been treated as servants. 

Individuals who are explicitly indicated as being ‘partners’ have been treated as constituting a household.


Level 3 – ‘Families’

The ‘family’ is defined as a domestic unit comprising only biological or marital kinship relationships, and which excludes the other members of the household (servants, apprentices, employees etc.). Statements of economic, service or employment relationships of all kinds are ignored when assigning LVL3Family ID values unless a kinship relationship is also in effect (e.g. a servant who is also has a kinship relationship to the family her serves). 

A family comprises a married couple with or without children, an single adult with children, adult siblings, and any other combination of kinship relationship. 

In the identification of families, shared surname has been taken to indicate kinship relationship, even in the absence of any stated relationship. However the nature of the relationship is not inferred.

An extended family, a family of more than one generation, or where the relationships are unknown, are treated as one single family. 

An individual who is listed as “A son/a daughter” has been treated as “his/her son/daughter”.

An individual who is listed as “A child”, “A girl/boy” and who has a different surname to the family is treated as servant and so is assigned no LVL3Family ID value (although s/he would be assigned a LVL2Household ID value).

A solitary individual – one that has no explicit or assumed relationship to anyone else – is treated exactly like a family. 

Servants with the same surname as someone in a family are treated as part of that family regardless of where they are listed in the household.

Pensioners, inmates and lodgers are treated as solitaries or families in their own right. That is they are not incorporated into other families unless they have the same surname as someone in another family, in which case they are treated as part of that family.

Children are presumed to belong to the family listed above them in Type A households (see Level 2 – Households above). 

Parish children are treated as servants for the purpose of ascription to families.


Level 4 – ‘Units’

This level represents the most disaggregated domestic grouping of individuals, and as such has only limited analytical application: its role is to preserve the integrity of the source. The Unit is a grouping of individuals only where they share an explicitly stated relationship (of any kind). A Unit is therefore an individual or a group of individuals with designated relationships. 

A group of individuals grouped together by the compiler of a source for the purposes of making a poll tax or MDA assessment is not treated as a Unit unless other stated relationships within that group exist. So for example a group of individuals who are listed with a joint total for their poll tax assessment will not have been treated as a Unit (but may have been treated as a household or family) unless they are explicitly related in some other way. Similarly bracketed individuals have not been treated as a Unit as the brackets do not necessarily indicate relationships between the individuals.

Explicitly stated relationships can make the order of the listing of individuals irrelevant, while the list order is never employed to make assumptions about the relationships of individuals in the assignment of Units (unlike households and families).

‘Subunits can exist, which are treated as discrete units that exist as part of another unit. For example the family of a son is treated as a subunit of the unit that is the son’s parents; married servants would be a subunit of the unit that is the household that they serve. Subunits are treated in datasets in such a way that they can be counted as part of the main unit or as  a unit in its own right, depending on the nature of the analysis. In other words the domestic groups of: 

parents → son → son’s children 

could be treated as one unit or two, depending on the requirements of the query.

Individuals with the same surname are not treated as a single unit unless an explicit relationship exists between them.

In the poll tax assessments, where an individual is responsible for paying the poll of a lodger, they are treated as a single unit.

Partners are a single unit. 

“2 daughters” is treated as “his 2 daughters” and so comprise a unit.


General

	An individual who is listed as both a bachelor and a servant is treated as a servant
	Nurses are treated as servants
	Apprentices are treated as servants
	Journeymen are treated as servants
	“Boy” and “girl” are treated as servants
	Internal evidence always overrides the rules
	Deleted individuals will not have a family/household/unit ID value assigned, but will remain in the database
	‘Warehousemen’ are treated as individuals in their own right rather than as servants 





